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WESTERN AUSTRALIA LIQUOR INDUSTRY AWARDS 

Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [12.08 pm]: Today I would like to congratulate 
the many winners of the twenty-fifth Lion Beer Western Australia Liquor Industry Awards and thank the sponsors 
for an amazing and enjoyable night. Last Friday, along with quite a few of my parliamentary colleagues, I attended 
the Lion Beer Awards at Crown to hear the stories of the award winners, who were among some excellent nominees 
in the various award categories. I do want to mention the winners briefly, who have obviously worked so hard in 
predominantly small Western Australian businesses to reach this achievement. Congratulations to Liquor Stores 
Association of WA life member inductee Laurie Hurley, who indeed has character in abundance, as well as a large 
supportive family. Laurie has obviously affected many in the industry and provided positive guidance over many 
years. Congratulations to Damien Morgan of Brown-Forman; Corey Wilson of Samuel Smith & Son; Scott Ellis 
of Coopers Premium Beverages; Lion Beer Australia; Aiden Sivic, Young Retailer of the Year; Deb O’Connor of 
Witchy Liquor; and Vikrant Sharma of John’s Food & Liquor. 

I offer a very special congratulations and thankyou to Lou Spagnolo, who took away the Quiet Achiever Award on 
the night. I believe Lou was the only person in the room who was surprised by the award, as everyone knows how 
hard he has worked on his own business endeavours, his support for others in the industry and his time as chair of 
the Liquor Stores Association of WA board. Lou truly is a quiet achiever. He goes about his business for the 
industry without fuss and without needing praise. I am glad he received that award on Friday night. 

I also extend my thanks to Peter Peck, chief executive officer of the LSAWA, who has worked tirelessly with my 
office, as well as my fellow parliamentarians to make our liquor laws as good and effective as they can be for those 
on the other side of them. 

The awards night was absolutely delightful, but the highlight is always hearing the stories of those in small local 
business who have fought very hard to keep their businesses on track and to support their local community. These 
people have struggled through tough times, but truly love the work they do. 

I was honoured to be asked to speak on the night and to present the final award to Vikrant Sharma in honour of 
Peter Basioli, who lost his life in the Bali bombings. I take this opportunity to pay my respects to Mr Basioli and 
his family. I hope to present more awards to deserving winners next year. 
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